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prisons, supplemented by smaller District jails in which adequate aixangements should be made for classification and discipline. In accordance with the notions prevailing in those days, they advised that labour should be enforced by * machines which render the working at them a dull, wearisome, and disgustful exertion.* The Commission further recommended that one or more prison inspectors should be appointed for each Province. Lord Auckland's Government accepted generally the views of the Commission, but, having regard to the great expense which they entailed and the many difficulties that beset the introduction of a complete jail system in India, enjoined caution In carrying them out. In point of fact much progress had not been made when Sir John Lawrence reviewed the position in 1864 and appointed the second Prisons Commission. Their report proceeded on the lines of that of 1838, and laid down t well-considered system which in its essential features is still in force. It was followed by more effective action and a large increase in jail accommodation, Separate Acts were passed for the regulation of prisons in Madras, Bombay, Bengal, and the Provinces having no legislature of their own, and under these Acts considerable differences grew up in the practice prevailing in different parts of India. In 1876 Lord Lytton appointed a third Commission to make a general review of the subject, and in particular to suggest means for introducing more uniform regulations and for making short sentences more deterrent* A Bill was prepared on the basis of the Commission's report, but it never became law, and the question was allowed to drop for several years. In the time of Lord Dufferin attention was again directed to the diversity of practice, and two officers of experience were appointed to visit the jails of the different Provinces, and to investigate on the spot questions regarding health, discipline, and general administration. They made an exhaustive inquiry, and their report, submitted in 1889} dealt with prison discipline and management in all its aspects. It was supplemented by a conference of experts on the subject of prison offences and punishments. A general Prisons Act for British India (IX of 1894) was then passed, and regulations were issued under it by the Governor-<^eneral-in-CounciI and the Local Governments*
The forms of imprisonment authorized by the Indian Penal Form* of Code are transportation, penal servitude, rigorous imprisonment jjj^*00" (i.fc with labour), and simple imprisonment*   When rigorous imprisonment is inflicted, the court may also order solitary confinement during a portion of the sentence*  Accommodation